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#LETSTALKDOC  
Welcome to the Guelph Film Festival! Our festival showcases international, national and local films, with visiting 
directors/filmmakers, community discussions and an ever-growing film series for children, including a new series 
of short docs by local kid filmmakers (Tiny Docs by Tiny People). Our aim is to inspire community engagement and 
appreciation of the arts, by connecting people with stories of global reach and local relevance. New co-directors 
Kimber Sider and Nathan Lawr are excited to bring you a compelling lineup of films over the nine days of the 
festival, along with a special pre-festival opener, Don’t Be Nice, on Thursday, Nov. 1, in partnership with Guelph 
Spoken Word.

This year, our programming focuses on diverse voices and includes a new afternoon series of short docs showcasing 
multiple perspectives on a specific theme: Identity and Belonging (Nov. 3), Artistic Interventions (Nov. 4) and 
Indigenous Voices (Nov. 10). We have two Canadian premieres (Algo Mio and Coe Hill) and many exciting events 
to share with you throughout the festival. Please join us for our opening and closing festivities at Brothers Brewing 
and The Children’s Art Factory. We look forward to talking docs throughout the festival!

Artistic Director: Kimber Sider 
Operations Director: Nathan Lawr

Volunteer Coordinator: Brina Lichty 
Tech Coordinator: Colin Harrington

Programming Committee Members:  
Ruth Buchanan, Megan De 
Roover, Kavya Yoganathan, Erin 
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Marnie Eves, Jenn McCready, 
Dominica McPherson, Adam 
Rutherford
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Dustin Seabrook  
Graphic Design: Lind Design
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POCKET FILMS · NOVEMBER 2–10 · FREE
A series of short films played on loop for the 
duration of the Guelph Film Festival in small, 
unique venues.

The Haircut
MAYA ANNIK BEDWARD · CANADA · 11 MIN

Matthew’s Barbershop · Tues–Sat 10–6

Marvin came to Canada from 
Jamaica in the early 1950s. With no 
Black barbers in his neighbourhood, 
he endured many painful haircuts 
as a child. At 65, he still hates to get 
his haircut. A funny and refreshing 
take on the classic immigrant story, 
exploring assimilation and resistance 
through the portrait of one man’s 
refusal to cut his hair.

War & Cheese
BEN GARFIELD · USA · 9 MIN

Tomme Cheese Shop 
Tues–Fri 11–6 / Sat 9–6 / Sun 12–4

“I heard destiny calling... I was going 
to be a cheesemaker.” When Oleg 
Sirota discovered his native Russia 
was banning all Western cheese 
imports, he quit his IT job in Moscow, 
sold his house and cars, took out a 
$100k loan and set about building 
a cheese factory in the snowy 
wilderness. “Russian Parmesan” 
was born.

Social Justice, the Environment,  
Community Building



 All of our venues are 
fully accessible. 

10C Shared Space, 4th Floor
42 Carden St 
10carden.ca

Art Gallery of Guelph (AGG)
358 Gordon St
artgalleryofguelph.ca 

Brothers Brewing
15 Wyndham St N, Unit A
brothersbrewingcompany.ca

Guelph City Hall
1 Carden St 
guelph.ca/city-hall

Guelph Civic Museum (GCM)
52 Norfolk St 
guelphmuseums.ca 

Guelph Farmer’s Market
4 Gordon St 
guelphfarmersmarket.ca

Matthew’s Barbershop 
24b Macdonell St
matthewsbarbershop.ca 

The Children’s Art Factory 
37 Yarmouth St
thechildrensartfactory.com

The Church of the Apostles 
(St James and St Matthias)
86 Glasgow St N
bit.ly/stjamesguelph

Tomme Cheese Shop
34 Carden St
bit.ly/tommecheese

University of Guelph – Albert A. 
Thornbrough Building (UoG)
Rm. 1200, 80 South Ring Rd E
bit.ly/thornbrough

q Festival Pass: $75

q  Student/Unwaged Pass: $50

q Regular evening screenings: $15

q  Special Screenings  
•  Anthropocene and The Strange 

Sound of Happiness: $20
 •  United Skates (Taste Reel): $45
 •  Warror Women: $20 or pay 

what you can  

q  Afternoon and morning 
screenings: $12 or pay what 
you can 

q  Children’s screenings: $5 person 
or $20 family 

q  Pocket Films Series: FREE

q  Opening/Closing Night Parties: 
FREE with Festival Pass or  
$5 cash at door

Passes and tickets to evening 
screenings are available in 
advance of the festival at 
The Bookshelf, the door and online 
at guelphfilmfestival.ca. Passes 
give you access to all screenings 
(except United Skates Nov. 4), 
and opening/closing night parties 
but do not guarantee entrance if 
space is limited. We encourage 
passholders to arrive at least 
15 minutes before any event. 

Tickets to all screenings are 
also available at the door, space 
permitting, cash only.



THU NOV 1
SPECIAL SCREENING – 
PRE-FESTIVAL OPENER

Don’t Be Nice
 6:30 PM   10C · $15

MAX POWERS · USA · 96 MIN 
In partnership with Guelph Spoken Word

A team of five African-American, 
Afro-Hispanic and queer poets 
prepares for the national champion-
ships, while being pushed to brave 
their inner demons, buck societal 
expectations and find their voice 
during the summer of 2016.

 Talkback with filmmakers Nikhil 
Melnechuk and Cora Atkinso

OPENING NIGHT PARTY
 9 PM – 12 AM  BROTHERS BREWING 
$5 CASH AT DOOR  · FREE FOR PASSHOLDERS

Join us to kick off the festival with 
this Hidden Histories screening. 

Royal City Summer 2000 
BRY WEBB · CANADA

In the summer of 2000, a young 
skateboarding musician captures 
his world on film with his pal’s Hi8. 
Years later, he digs out the tapes 
from storage and finds they’re just 
as weathered as him. A contempla-
tive exploration of youth, hope and 
the way we see and hear.

FRI NOV 2

Warrior Women  
 7:30 PM  AGG · $20/PWYC

CHRISTINA D. KING & ELIZABETH A. CASTLE 
USA · 64 MIN 
In partnership with The Wooly Pub.

The story of Madonna Thunder Hawk 
and her decades fighting for Native 
rights both in the American Indian 
Movement of the 1970s and against 
the Dakota Access Pipeline, with her 
daughter Marcy at her side. This film 
unveils not only a female perspec-
tive of history, but also examines the 
impact of political struggles on the 
children who bear witness. 

+ THE SHORT FILM

Nuuca 
MICHELLE LATIMER · CANADA/USA · 12 MIN

A meditation on Indigenous 
women’s connection to the land and 
the ways in which the extractive 
industry’s rape of the Earth is 
directly linked to the violence 
against Indigenous women and girls.

 Post-screening discussion with 
filmmakers.



SAT NOV 3

Pick of the Litter  
 11 AM  GCM · $12/PWYC

DANA NACHMAN & DON HARDY · USA · 81 MIN

Which puppy will have what it takes 
to become a guide dog for the 
blind? Follow five funny puppies 
from birth through training. The 
stakes are high, and not every dog 
can make the cut.  

 Post-screening discussion with 
Lions Foundation of Canada and 
Autism Dog Services—and puppies!

S H O R T 
S E R I E S

  Identity & 
Belonging 

 2:30 PM  GCM · $12/PWYC

CANADA/UK · 86 MIN

Exploring who we are, how we 
engage with our worlds, and where/
when/how we feel like we belong. 

Black Sheep
ED PERKINS · UK · 27 MIN

After a racially motivated killing of a 
young boy, this hybrid doc explores 
questions of race, identity and fitting in.

Suzanne Gauthier: One 
Thing Leads to Another

ARIELLA PAHLKE · CANADA · 16 MIN

The life and work of Suzanne Gauthier 
are woven into a poetic narrative that 
encapsulates the curiosity, joy and 
perseverance underlying creativity.

Salaam B’y
AMAR WALA · CANADA · 20 MIN

Muslim Newfoundlander Aatif 
Baskanderi grew up in a place where not 
many people looked like him or believed 
in the same things that he did.

Beauty
CHRISTINA WILLINGS · CANADA · 23 MIN

For these gender-creative kids, 
self-invention is expressed with 
alternately joyful, impatient and anxious 
disregard for conventional expectations.

 Post-screening discussion 
with producer Louise Waters and 
subject/artist Suzanne Gauthier. 

What is Democracy?
 7:30 PM   CITY HALL · $15

ASTRA TAYLOR · CANADA · 107 MIN

Featuring celebrated philosophers, 
trauma surgeons, factory workers, 
refugees and politicians, this film 
explores what living in a democracy, 
actually means.

 Post-screening discussion with 
producer Lea Marin. 

Black Sheep



SUN NOV 4

Morning Cartoons & Tiny 
Docs by Tiny People
 10:15 AM  10C · $5/$20 FAMILY

VARIOUS COUNTRIES · 40 MIN · AGES 4–12 
Presented by TrilliumWest

Thoughtful and funny short animated 
films from Canada and around the 
world, paired with a series of mini 
docs made by local kids.

 Introductions to our local kid 
filmmakers.

The Silver Branch
 11:30 AM  10C ·  $12/PWYC

KATRINA COSTELLO · IRELAND · 75 MIN

In this bittersweet evocation of the 
end of an era, an Irish farmer/poet, 
deeply entwined with ancestral 
traditions and the natural world, 
must stand up for all that is sacred 
to him when the government 
threatens his way of life.

S H O R T 
S E R I E S

  Artistic 
Interventions

 2:30 PM  10C ·  $12/PWYC

CANADA · 88 MIN 
Co-presented by Art Not Shame

Exploring how art affect our lives 
and informs our relationships. 

Why I’m Here 
JOÃO FRANÇA · CANADA · 20 MIN

A glimpse into a magical world where 
musicians come together to explore 
the possibilities of improvisational 
collaborations.

Prince’s Tale 
JAMIE MILLER · CANADA · 17 MIN

After surviving a fire that drastically 
changes his body, a young man makes 
the bold choice to express himself 
through his performance art.

Coe Hill 
MATT GREYSON & ADAM CROSBY 
CANADA · 9 MIN

A stunning, hypnotic portrait of 
electronic musician Armen Alexander, 
set against his experience of six months 
in isolation in Northern Ontario.

The Song and the Sorrow
MILLEFIORE CLARKES · CANADA · 42 MIN

Musician Catherine MacLellan—daughter 
of Canadian singer/songwriter Gene 
MacLellan—comes to terms with the 
mystery of her dad’s suicide and the 
legacy of his music.

Prince’s Tale



 Talkback with filmmakers Jamie 
Miller (Prince’s Tale) and Ajay Heble 
(Why I’m Here).

United Skates
 7 PM  GUELPH FARMERS’ MARKET 
$45 = FILM + FOOD · TASTE REEL WITH FOOD  
BY LAZA CATERING

YANA WINKLER & TINA BROWN · USA · 86 MIN 
In partnership with Taste Real, Guelph Black 
Heritage Society, and Royal City Roller Derby

When America’s last standing roller 
rinks are threatened with closure, 
a community battles in a racially 
charged environment to save 
an underground subculture and 
demand their right to roll.

WED NOV 7

Fertile Truths
Nine Short Films About 
Bodies, Brains, Birth and Bias
 7 PM  AGG · FREE

CAN · 65 MIN  
Presented in partnership with Re•Vision: 
The Centre for Art and Social Justice

This courageous collection of nine 
micro-documentaries explores 

body image and weight stigma in 
the realms of fertility, pregnancy, 
reproduction and parenting. 
These films grapple with stories 
about our bodies and minds, our 
appetites, and our relationships to 
reproduction.

 Talkback with the filmmakers.

THU NOV 8

Algo Mio – Argentina’s 
Stolen Children
 7:30 PM  CITY HALL · $15

JENNY HELLMANN & REGINA MENNIG 
GERMANY · 93 MIN · SUBTITLES

Hilario and Catalina are among the 
most defenseless victims of the 
military dictatorship in Argentina 
(1976–83). Both were taken from 
their families as babies in order 
to prevent them from growing up 
with their parents’ ideals. With their 
parents gone, their grandmothers 
fight to find their lost grandchildren 
and reunite them with their true 
identities. However, discovering 
their past is not without pain and 
complications, which these two 
survivors experience very differently 
in this compelling film.

 Post-film talkback with directors 
Jenny Hellmann and Regina Mennig.



FRI NOV 9

The Strange Sound 
of Happiness
 7:30 PM   CHURCH OF THE APOSTLES · $20

DIEGO PASCAL PANARELLO 
ITALY/GERMANY · 90 MIN · SUBTITLES 
Presented by EXCLAIM! and in partnership 
with Guelph Jazz Festival

A dumped, jobless musician returns 
home to Sicily looking for purpose. 
After a melodic vision of the mouth 
harp—one of the world’s oldest 
instruments—he scours the Siberian 
wilderness to study under its master.

 Mouth harp performance by 
Boing (Ben Grossman and friends) 
Presented by the International Institute for 
Critical Studies in Improvisation

SAT NOV 10

Inventing Tomorrow
 11 AM  AGG · $12/PWYC

LAURA NIX · USA · 87 MIN · SOME SUBTITLES

Passionate teenage innovators 
from around the globe create 
cutting-edge solutions to confront 

environmental threats, while 
navigating the doubts and 
insecurities that mark adolescence. 
Take a journey with these inspiring 
teens as they prepare their projects 
for the Intel International Science 
and Engineering Fair, the largest 
convening of high school scientists 
in the world.

+ DAVINCI SHORTS
A collection of short films from 
Guelph’s DaVinci Program: An 
Environmental and Community 
Leadership Program.

 Post-screening discussion with 
the DaVinci filmmakers. 

S H O R T 
S E R I E S

  Indigenous 
Voices

 2:30 PM  AGG · $12/PWYC

CANADA/USA · 79 MIN

Delving into the diverse experiences 
and influential stories of Indigenous 
peoples in Canada and the U.S.

Shift
KELLY MILNER · CANADA · 28 MIN

Indigenous youths from Carcross, Yukon 
have spent the past 10 years converting 
traditional trails around their town 
in to a world-class mountain biking 
destination—and transforming their 
community and themselves along the 
way.

Turning 
Tables



Three Thousand
ASINNAJAQ · CANADA · 14 MIN

Diving into the NFB’s vast archive, Inuk 
artist Asinnajaq parses the complicated 
cinematic representation of the Inuit, 
harvesting fleeting truths and fortuitous 
accidents from a range of sources.

Turning Tables
CHRISANN HESSING · CANADA · 16 MIN

Powwow-techno pioneer Joshua 
DePerry, a.k.a. Classic Roots, uniquely 
integrates the sounds of his Anishinaabe 
heritage with electronic and house 
music. Redefining what it means to be 
urban and Indigenous, he’s preparing 
to start the next chapter of his life as an 
artist and educator in the world’s techno 
capital: Berlin.

Holy Angels 
JAY CARDINAL VILLENEUVE · CANADA · 14 MIN

In 1963, Lena Wandering Spirit 
became one of the more than 150,000 
Indigenous children who were removed 
from their families and sent to residen-
tial school. This documentary powerfully 
recaptures Canada’s colonialist history 
through impressionistic images and the 
fragmented language of a child.

dukwibəl swatixwtəd 
(Changer’s Land)

TRACY RECTOR · USA · 5 MIN

The land endures despite foreign 
incursions of power plants and 
highways, as the people sing and drum 
in celebration of the ocean, mountains 
and creatures of the Salish Sea.

 Talkback with director Chrisann 
Hessing (Turning Tables) and 
subject/musician Joshua “Classic 
Roots” DePerry (Turning Tables).

SAT NOV 10

Anthropocene: The 
Human Epoch
 7:30 PM   U OF G 

$20/$12 (STUDENTS/UNWAGED)

EDWARD BURTYNSKY, JENNIFER BAICHWAL  
& NICHOLAS DE PENCIER · CANADA · 87 MIN 
Presented by rare  
and Arts Everywhere Festival

A cinematic meditation from the 
multiple-award–winning team 
behind Manufactured Landscapes 
(2006) and Watermark (2013) on 
humanity’s massive reengineering of 
the planet. Humans now affect the 
Earth and its processes more than all 
other natural forces combined. This 
powerful documentary investigates 
the human influence on the Earth.

 Post-screening discussion with 
directors Jennifer Baichwal & 
Nicholas de Pencier.

CLOSING NIGHT 
AFTERPARTY

 9:30 PM – 12 AM 

THE CHILDREN’S ART FACTORY 
$5 CASH AT DOOR · FREE FOR PASSHOLDERS

Join us for a drink and some adult 
art making, along with music by 
Guelph’s garage-rock cover band 
The Mutations (featuring our festival 
co-director Nathan Lawr on drums!)



Golden Reel

Silver Sprocket

Patron of the Arts

Arts Advocate

Friends of the Festival
Dis-a-Ray 
Antiques



THU NOV 1 FRI  NOV 2 SAT NOV 3 SUN NOV 4 WED NOV 7 THU NOV 8 FRI NOV 9 SAT NOV 10
MORNING NOV 2–10

Pocket Films — free screenings  
of 10-minute shorts
The Haircut · Matthew’s Barbershop 
Tue–Sat 10–6
War & Cheese · Tomme’s Cheese Shop 
Tue–Fri 11–6 · Sat 9–6 · Sun 12–4

Pick of the 
Litter
11:00 am 
Guelph Civic 
Museum  
$12/PWYC

Morning Cartoons  
& Tiny Docs by Tiny 
People
10:15 am · 10C $5/$20 
Family

Inventing 
Tomorrow
11:00 am · AGG 
$12/PWYC 

The Silver Branch
11:30 am · 10C 
$12/PWYC

AFTERNOON Short Series: 
Identity & 
Belonging
2:30 pm · GCM 
$12/PWYC

Short Series: Artistic 
Interventions
2:30 pm · 10C 
$12/PWYC

Short Series: 
Indigenous 
Voices
2:30 pm · AGG 
$12/PYWC

EARLY 
EVENING

Don’t Be Nice
6:30 pm 
10C · $15

Warrior Women 
+ Nuuca
7:30 pm · AGG
$20/PWYC

What is 
Democracy?
7:30 pm 
City Hall · $15

United Skates
6:30 pm · Guelph 
Farmers’ Market 
$45 film + food 
Taste Reel with food by 
Laza Catering

Fertile Truths: 
Nine Short 
Films About 
Bodies, Brains, 
Birth and Bias
7:00 pm · AGG 
Free

Algo Mio— 
Argentina’s 
Stolen Children
7:30 pm 
City Hall · $15

The Strange 
Sound of 
Happiness
7:30 pm 
The Church of 
the Apostles 
$20

Anthropocene: 
The Human 
Epoch
7:30 pm · UoG 
$20/$12 
(students/
unwaged)

LATE 
EVENING

OPENING NIGHT 
PARTY 
Royal City 
Summer 2000
9:00 pm 
Brothers Brewing

CLOSING NIGHT 
AFTERPARTY 
9:30 pm 
The Children’s 
Art Factory

Holy Angels · Sat Nov 10, 2:30 pm

What Is Democracy? · Sat Nov 3, 7:30 pm

Beauty
Sat Nov 3 
2:30 pm

War & Cheese

SCHEDULE guelphfilmfestival.ca




